IS    POLAND    LOST?

German lines. The Germans arrested and released
her twice. Later, the Austrians interrogated her
concerning what she had seen in the Russian lines
and also wanted to know the nature of the message
she was carrying to Pilsudski. But the old lady
refused to talk; the message was for Pilsudski alone.
Three days later she reported to him personally.
At one point of her journey Mme Filipowska
was brought before a German officer, who
observed: *I can understand the young ones
going through hell for love, but what business
has this grand-mother got to be here. It's sheer'
insanity.5

But this does not exhaust the gallery of heroic
Polish women who were in the service of Polish
independence during the Great War, and we will
mention a few more of them by name. There was
Maria Kornilowicz, a young girl, who was instruc-
ted to take an important message to Pilsudski,
After many hardships and adventures, Maria
reached the village of Kuprowo, which lay in the
theatre of war and was in Russian hands, but was
separated only by a lake and a few kilometres
from the German line. She arrived as the guest of
the local squire, who had several young daughters.
A Russian officer who was billeted in the house
liked to spend his spare time with the girls and it
was he who, in all innocence, made it possible for
Maria to deliver her message- Her difficulty "was
that there was only one boat on the lake, and that
was moored to the opposite shore. Maria therefore
suggested a boating party. The officer had the boat
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